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Independent 8ro~dcasUng Company
PQst Office Box 171"
Springfield, MIASouri 65801-1716
(417) 882·1010

ElIi9 Shook, Vice Pr.$ident
General Managar

June 3,1996

The Han. SWIU1 Ness. COllUlliaioner
fecIenJ. Communications CoauDission
1919 M SUeet, N.W., Room 832
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Ms. Ness:

I am worried 1IlaI FCC is consiclirtial aIteriq its "ri_ to ,.j«f' rules to permit networks to bind
affiJ.... to contrad3~ so called "eeoaomic preemptions". I stroDIly oppose this
shorWlbted proposallftd ... you to rejed it The prvpoted dtanp wotdd permit the networks to
drastically limit die pI'OIa'lUIIs dYt an .«iIi.may preempt. The ptOblem is not so much the
nwnber of hours~ but 1be abso.... coatrol. For eumple, my qreemeut wi1b the
network provides for • uttain IIIGiaJum Duraber ofhours ofpreemptioa pili' year. HoWe"teF. under
the propoeed. cbu8e wbea preuure it applied to 1ftU.... I btIieve their iMvitible reIpODSC will
be to Kale back~y 08 preemptiou of.n kiads - even public in__ preemptions like
debetes and public aftWn. If...... are forced by this pt'OpOMd new nlle to plad • "public
intwest" ease for every pnNII1lption, affiliates will limply be unable to choole Prop1UIlII1iD8 most
suitable for our conunUllity. The net\V()rb CG an4 do exert unbelievable pressure.

I WI" )'9\l om to break what is WOJtina· In .....ity, it is working. Only the networks may be
complain~because 1My naturally would lib to ha'le absolute comrol. Who wouldn't? Also, this·
Nle is really about the TV iDd.ay ud IocIJ. ltICioDs,. not MtWOrk control. I would urae the
Commission not to do anydaina whiCh erocIoe 1M attempt ofa local "OIl to be involved in
localism and serving the localOQlllinunity. [(there is a problem, pi... cell us about it so that we
caD address that.·

I urgc you not to chaap the rule on "right to Rject".

Sincerely,

Ellis Shook
Genera' Manager

ES:bg

• A CSS Afflliat.

J3-Jun-96 2:3Op I
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Independent Broadcasting Company
Post OffIce Boll: 1716
Sprfngfield, Missouri 65801-1716
(41n 862·1010

Ellie Shook. Vice President
Gen....1Manager

June 3,1996

Th. Hon. James H. Quello, Commissioner
FedenJ Communieatioaa Commission
1919 M StrMI, N,W., Room 802
Wasbinston. D.C. 20054

Dear Mr. QueUo:

I am~ that FCC is CODSidlIriaI ........ its ......, to rwjKt" rules to permit IlCtWOIb to bind
aftiJiates to contracts pRVentiDllO caUed "ecoaomic preemptions"- IIIrOftIly oppose this
shortsipted propotal and urp )'OIl to nject it. Tbe proposed c....would permit the networks to
m-ticalty limit the prDIJ'IIIll that...1iIie may preempt T1w problem iI DOt·so much the
number ofboutS pre-«nplld but*' abBolute coacrol. For~pIe. my ......._ with the
network proYides for a cwtaiD maimum nWDber ofhoun ofprwmptioR per year. However, under
tbe proposed chaap wben~ i. applied to a8lIiatea, I belin. dleir iaevitable raponse will
be to scale back dnmIlica11y Oft pncmptiou ofall kiftds - even public in__ JX"GlpUons like
debIles and public urain. If....an forced by dUa~ new rule co plad • "public
intrlrelt" case for every pnempcioI1, lfftJiates will simply be unable 10 choose prosramming most
suitable for our community, The networks can and do exert uabelievable pressure.

I Ufle you BO'to break what is woritiJII. lIl .....ity, it is workiq. OIlly the netWorks may be
complaining bee..... they mdUftII1y lWOUld lib .. have absoI_ control. Who wouJda't? Also, this
rule is really about dle TV_~ lIIId local sIMioDl, not Iletwork comroI. I would u. the
Commil3ion not to do lIIIYtiIiaI wbicb erodes .. attempt ofa aoc.l station to be inyolved in
1000ism and serving the local commuaity. If tIwre is a ptoblem, please .11 us about it so that we
CUI address that

I urge you not to chanae the rule on "riPt to reject",

Sincerely,

Ellis Shook
General Manager

ES:bg

. bee; Kurt W'i.mIIler

• A eElS Affiliate

!3'JU'l-96 2:3Op I
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NEWSCHANNEL<Z>"__
w ~ H Q • P.O. BOX 23.' • PANAMA CITY, FLORIDA 32402 • ,a"23".2121.~
JOHN L. lAY
'.UIDINT I GENUAL MAIIIAGUIt

May 30,1996

Tbc Hall. a.d E. Huadt, QIIinun
Tho fbl. 1_K QaIIIo. S-~
....... B. CIIaI& C ••&Can

F..... c.-'lli*i.. c..NIiaa
1919 M S1rIlet N.W., BiII6Floor
w....... D.C. 20054

Re: MM Docket 9'-92

Dear ChainDa HIBI*.-I ee..m.....:

<mr the put twa yws we.WJHG.1V baww'-WI)',...s~..a&1ll t. f1l....
T....... 011 w.ltof....c.a.I, Inn•• Ollan 01.. ,.l It."0-. 11IliII aar
hIM 11Ii..tDIMly110,000".'"CMII_11IM .... _ ......... .,11,. .....
AIIdnIiIiIII cart. 1111......1m'"could lIat.w ..., C_IIM
... to be1p tbo~ oIPIarida ftIOOYer m. r '"IacI' ...die af1'IapIaal S1lDftIl
Alberto, u well. the devuIlItioa c:aued byHIu'ri'*III 0l*-

In 1iriaI '" llawlllld topnt""'" baunIf (NBCl,.. ri'lie
1C M ryiDvinfof paIJIiI '. 'J1iIiI
juIt 0D8 oCtile in. • ofllow M..-w our IDeal coal I .." ,. JIll wiD 1:'11
iftbe DItWOIt....~~ma. ...madiW WltiII.._'t,.. .....
nmdomly, we do .,.... ill ... public i-.cofaIM' liswlll, • WI.miN wIIiIdIa
utwork PI\JIfI.M"q is suitllblo b till~.....ofOIl''''

We'" _QIIIy '., .1IItWaIk to -iN • h.... J.I'."....
nIIUltiD '.1' • ." c.dI8 bIN '."......
tnerely impIct a.II' IbiIity 10 MW" ofNUl'lbwllt P1aridawiIl1lll,,- ..
which hII becaiuo the ......... tbt1biI.-ioIl siacc it w.- 011. dID lit.

OIl 'bIMIfofWJHG.1V, IIUJI you to nDiD1be "npt10 re.;ect" mill • ...,..UIiritidIy
writtII1.

cc: Mr. Ralph o.I:Ibud •~» Gray o.n....__ S) t No IBID.· .,~,

Mr. WIIIiaD F. CIIItioa - sec.-y. F...." C..........C PM '. 11a- .

13-Jun-96 12:310 I
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KWTX 8ROADCAlnNG COMPANY
~700 AmericaD Plaza, Waco, TX 76712 • P.O. Box 1A)J6, Waeo. TX 76702·2636

Phone l17m6-I3JO. FAX 11171751-1088

June 3, 1996

The Hon. Reed E. HUDdt, Cbairman
The Hon. James H. QueUo, SUII8Il Ness

aDd Rachdle B. ChoDI. Commissioners
FedorlJ. Communi_OIlS COIIUDiSliOD
1919 M Street, N.W., EiJhth Floor
Washington, DC 20054

lUI: Review of the Commission's~DS GovemiD& Proarammin&
Practices of Bro8dcut Television Networks and Affiliates
MM Docket 95-92

Dear Chairman Hundt and CommissioDel'S:

THOMAS O. PEARS
President

I am 1he President of two CBS aftililMd stations - one in Waco, Tau 8Dd ODe in Bryan, Texas.
We have bccD network aftilialles for over forty years aDd we wbo1lbMrtedly eDdotse the network­
affiH_ relationship u it now exists. However, it is our UDdeI:staDdiDI tbat the FCC is in the
process of pouibly alteri.Dg its rules 50 that the broadcast networks could biDd their affiliates to
COI1traCtS preventing so-called "economic" preemptions. Plcuc do not make this change in the
rules.

As local broadcasters. we mut be free to pt'08I'8II1 our stationa IIld not be at the mercy of the
network. We must have tbe option ofdecidinc wbether we will c:my Dallu Cowboy pre-season
football gIIDCS, or Bia12 FootIMIll, or Billy GtlIham Cnlsades, or telethons.

Please retain the current rules that will CODtiDue to allow us to have autonomy from the networks.
ThIak you for your coasidention.

SiDcc:rely,

KWTX BROADCASTING COMPANY
BRAZOS BR.OADCASTING COMPANY

TOP/jm

KWTX AMlFMlTV
Waco, Texas

KBTX TV - BruoI Broadeutinl Co.
Bryu,Teus

!3-Jun-96 1:03p I
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JackD.J)wl*7
vtc:. PNIidwul

aDd Geoeml MIaqer

June 03,1996

BY FACSIMILE

The Hon. Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
The Hon. James H. Quello, Susan Ness

and R.achelle R. ChoDg. Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W.• Eighth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20054

Re: Review oftM Cummisslon's ReplQtioIV Gow1'lling Programming
Practices ofBroodctUt Television NetworJcs andAJlfIiDles
MMDoc~t 95-92

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

I am writing to you to voice my oppoaitiOD to _ ""MIDdment to Ollt curr=t "right to reject"
clause in our network aftiJiation agreement. To empower networks with the ability to block any
preemption it deems economic in nature would have dire effects on our station and our
viewership.

Here is an exaIJll)lc: Bast Tenneuee SUIte UDiversityt to my knowledge. has DGm benefitted
from athletic exposure on any oltbe major actworb. However.~ ETSU Bues are very popular
with the folks here in East Te.rmesscc aDd SoU1:lnr.'est Virginia. Our viewers stroDalY associate
themselves with the BlICC8I1Ml' atbletic pIOIIaIDS. They are not a natiODll powerhouse and even
thoush they were nationally mokecl in 1990 aad 1991, they did not have one game aired on a
major network. WJHL-TV OD the otherhsnd,' has preempted networkpro~anywhele
from two to six times every year for the last ten years to carry East Tezmessee State University
games. By preempting the network on those occasions, we achieved the following:

I

1.

2.

3.

4.

Pleased tens ofthousands ofsports fans by allowina!.hem to view their favorite
local te8m on away games.
Aided the university's athletic department in raising revenue due to televising
the garnes by way of SJ)ODIOl'Sbips and riKhls fees-
Aided the univcmty's JeCrUi1iD& dom by onabliDa them to promise televised
games to players COIISiderins East Tentlaue8 State.
Increased revenue f01' the station versus what we would have received from out
rcgullll network propamming.

3318.. ..........0 ... 1130. ~a,.1N fMG5.1130
....<SI) &3151 • ,. (GIl454-ot1m

I
13-Jun'96 11:498 I
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Page 2

I believe we can offer better entertainment, on occasio~ than tbe network offers. In oW' recent
negotiations with the network. we agreed to limit our preemptions to that of previous years
which is roughly fifteen hours per year, averaged over the years. This is not a great deal of time.
but it does r"Prcscnt a significant part of o\U' revenues.

Again. please do not limit our ability to preempt network programming in any way.

Respectfully submi.tted,

Jack D. Dempsey
Vice President/General Manager
WJHL-TV

JDD/pb

cc: Docket File

..

13-JIM"l-96 11:49. I
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June 3, 1996

P.02

ACBS~.

The HoIMRIrIe...N-. Q ••l....
P..... Cae LIIIie__Cu-· Iioa
1919 Y StreIt, N.W., If.,.,. Floor
W_1J&ft1, D.C. 2OOS4

0.: Comni..;o..N_:

I urae you to a.ve ira pilot. -rilIM-to-niectlt Menll.i,. tQ~........of
netwolb.~ daM.. to elM ... ·1COIIOIIIic1t preemptions oould damIp the
ecoIIDIIIic...ofDltWOlt ........II"""
Af81ieted IIt:Idoas. PII'IicuIIdY iII.. Rw__ MId to be 11M to pn1IIIJpt III&work
pI'OII'IIIDIDiI for -.v rl.e.. We, u ..... ftIIII-ce DItWOIt..... tom time to
time for pubic....,.~ tel-.- tIIIt....W08dIdII CIUIII, aportiDa
~ orsreat iDt8'eIt to IocIi aad.-'Wnwn, lad for pI'OIfIDI"'iaa that sometimes
briDp DUCh ....... nMIIIIM to brcNldcMten.

n.r. ia • cWicIIte bIIIDCe otpower......ill ...... deeIiDp wilblMlt'WUb. With the
"riFt-to-rej.-~ the .... IJIIY (.....,. CID avoicl..I" 1l'OUIId by the biller
ron-.e (the DtItWork). WltIIDut it, ItIIIiaaI would !ole equilibrium ia IOIDe cues. moaey.

SomIUmeI. Itecoaomiclt ........- Deeded to lHllp a local t*YiIian statioD r..m
viable. However, eveif..CC*'IPl of ltecoaomic" ~-F"litaaI wu
umv..uy VIIid, I I.' .,..of c:oukl be cnfted to objectively
detemi8e wIich prw 'ecoaomic- wIidl_ 1t1lalHCGDOlDic." Por exIIIIpIe.
m.ypublic .....~_...,....., DoeIdlltlDlb tMm ltecoaomic?1t Iftbey ant
"ecoDOlIlk;" does tbIt .... tbD any ....wortbY1

I urp you DOt to 8IMIId tile "riabt..to-Rject" rule. It coatinJ. to IrI8 the public well.

Q.l
GHRIjlr

c: Kurtw-..
'" PIftb A.'S~r.::u...,.,. '1111* 2S'7OIoOO13 • 'N. (304) n5-1313 • Pal (304) 529-4910

!4-Jl6l-96 10:148 I
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C1r..rl •• tOIl I H"lItinglon

1uDe3~ 1996

TbBIbG B. a.k, Q bmm
......Co-- o- in_
1919 M ..... N.W., •• 'h floor
We t·_,D.C. 20054

1M'CIIIiI_ HuDdt:

I Ul'II you to .....pIIII ~"* i I A.. to 'IIrri1laD of
DItWOI'b. All.1" 10 g' " ·1IXlM.... prJ ...could the
ecoaomic olBltWalt • Old ....

A'I." pdWI'orty ill. II• ..,..,..to be ... to pnaIpt DItWodt
............. ..., ...c.. W,.'2_fl""''''''''''''''haatime to
..tbr puMic'"~CCJM-" Ilirena- .........~ClI'I_........ol.-__ 101oClII_"'_."._£or JX'OI"'"ni,. that lowemnet
briIIpmuch..-led~_ to ..........

1."ba is a .....ba'.,..01,.. dIIl..iIl ..... dill' • wiIIa.-wotb. With tile
ltrillaHo-nject" rule. die... JII1 < , caavaid..,.., II"GUIId bytbe biaFr
fbroe (the aetwort). WidIaut it. "MNId _ .........1IId, iIllOlDO cues, IDOQIY.

SoaItIIi...... lteaoamJlli9lt III I tiOllt to Wp a 1ocII...,..1tatioD. raDIin
viIIIIe. aow-v., M-. it...cc.Ift of II 'n r,." "'1 wu
ualvenJIy VIIid, 1c .' np',," 01 caaId be c:a to objeatiwly
d pII' ,IiMl_ •....,.. ..wIrWa ..-_ .COIIDIIic." 'or WImple,
lMIY pubic Doll JDIb tba ·ecoDOIIIic?" Ifthey are
"ecoDOric,. doII_ tJ.a.., WGltIIJ'

I wrae you IIOt to ...s.. ~.to-reject".rule. It CG"'in- to .-w the public well.

~

c: Kurt wa.--
W ..A'I~':=""..~--..a3.....·QOt)S»-1313. '-(3fM)""'.O-

A ....fII~O Ir....,11&
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BRIAN JONES
\111'( 1~'I'..;dc"tl(;(1/rra' MtrMl"

June 3, 1996

The Honorable Rachel1e B. Cho.... Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20054

VIA MAIL AND FAX

Dear Commissioner Chona:

TeLEV'SION

As you consider the upcomiDa uRilht To R.ejecf' role as it applies to the
relationship between a broadeut aetworIt aDd it's aftiIiatea, please understand the
importance of local television and our relationship to our home markets.

The occasional neceuity of local pre-ernptiODl is a right that we reserve with our
networks from the mc.eption ofour aftiJiation asreements. Thcac pre-emptions are
used judiciously and are used for a variety of local news, sports and religious
programming.

Networks can in rrwty ways view aU pre-4lDptiona as "economic'·. The basic facts
are that we pre-empt a ftaction ofa percentage ofthe network's pro8flDUl1ing.

The bottom line is that 10ca6sm in broadcastina is the backbone of what we do.
The network is a partner and provides quality programming to our viewers here.

We respectfiJ11y uk that when you conaider the uRisht To Reject" role next week,
that you leave it as it iJ and allow us to make the same responsible programming
decisions, right here at home, that have made us what we are.

BJ/ck

bee: Kurt W"unmer
Covington tI: Burtina

I)",I.IAS

1777 STI;"'MnN~ F\'('Y SlJl'n: 1189
DA\.\.,t...;, TEl<A."; 7'5Z07
'1\:,1.1-:1'1,101011; 214-631.1 111
PM ~'lMll.H 214-631-1110

POIn' 'WoKnI
5233 BA10clI SnP.llT
foRT WOJmol. TX 76103
Tnl.F.PHOO! 817-451-1111
P"csu.uu 817-+46-4145

14-J",-96 9:568 I
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BRIAN )ONE.."
\/i,,· l"I'(IJt4-"fl(/~I/~I'tt' MflItttlrT

June 3, 1996

•

The Honorable Susan Nell, Commissioner
Federal CoJlU11Ullicatioos Commission
1919 M Street. N.W., lloom 832
Washington, D.C. 20054

VIA MAIL AND FAX

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As you consider the upcomina "Risht To Reject" rule as it applies to the
relationship between a broadc:ut netWork aDd it's dilates, plouc understand the
importance oflocal television aDd our relationship to our home mll'kets.

The occasional neceuity of local prc-emptions is a risht that we reserve with our
networkJ from the in.on ofour afIiIiation agreements. These pro-emptions are
used judiciously and are used for a vuiety of local news, sports and religious
programming.

Networks can in many ways view all pre-emptions as "economic". The basic facts
are that we pre-empt. a hetian ofa percentage ofthe network's programming.

The bottom line is that localism in broadcuting is the backbone of what we do.
The network is a partner and provides quaJity programming to our viewers here.

We respeettWJy uk that when you consider the "Rilht To Reject" rule next week,
that you leave it as it is and allow U5 to make the same responsible programming
decisions, right here at home, that have made us what we arc.

BlIck

bee: Kurt WillUlHlC
Covinaton & Burling

OI\I.IA'i

1.771 Sn.\4M\ )N~ 1'\\11 Sum, I. 189
I ),'I.lA~. T\·~,<",' 75207
'1 \il.l'.l'IIONF 2'4-6~1·1111
""oIMll.r. 214-6~l.III0

Fota' WoaT\l
5233 BIlIIX;1l STltl:ir:r
FOR1' WORTH, TX 7610'
TIUJlPHONI 817""" I-W 1
FACSlMltZ 817-4"-4145

_. __ • I
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BRIAN JONES
~/kf l'fflid~lltl(~tttl'rli MlfrtJlfrr

June 3, 1996

The Honorable Jamea H. QueIIo, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street. N.W., Room 802
Washington. D.C. 20054

VIA MAn. AND FAX

Dear Commissioner QueUo:

As you consider the upcomiDa "l\iaht To Reject" rule u it applies to the
relationship between a broadcut network: ancl it's dUiate8, please undentand the
importance oflocal television and our relationship to our home markets.

The occasional ncceuity of local pre-emptiOftS is a right that we reserve with our
networks from the inception of our atftliation qreemenu. These pre-emptions are
used judiciously and are used for a variety of local news. sports and religious
programming.

Networks can in many ways view all pre-emptions u "economic"'. The basic facts
are that we pre-empt a fi'action ofa percentap ofthe network's programming.

The bottom fine is that loealilm in broadcasting is the backbone of what we do.
The network is a partner and provides quality programming to our viewers here.

We respectfWly uk that when you coasider the "Rilht To Ileiect" rule next week,
that you leave it u it is and allow us to make the same responsible programming
decisions, riam here at home, that have made us what we al"e.

BlIck

bc:c: Kurt W"unmer
Covington'" Burling

D"I~.J\:;

~n7 S"l1'.MM()N~ P\t'Y 511n-.: 1189
DAllAS. Trxt\.\ 7521)7
TEI.!'.I'rll )NI'. 214-(,:\ \. \ 11 \
~!I\ :~IMI\,I'. 214-631-) 110

foAT WOImt
5233 B1C!1XiE ST1W!T
FOlnWolmi, TX 7610'
'reUlI'HONl 817-451-\ t 11
FACS'",11.l 817-446-4t4~
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BRIAN JONES
Vin' '''''slekllliCmmrt Maugrr

June 3, 1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20054

VIA MAIL AND FAX

Dear Chairman Hundt·

TI!\.I!VI$'QN

As you consider the upeomina "Risht To Reject" JUle as it applies to the
relationship between a broldcut network and it' 5 aftlI6... please understand the
importance of loaJ televilion and our reJationlhip to our home markets.

The occasional necessity of local p~ons is a rilht that we reserve with our
networks from the inception ofour affiliation qreementl. These pro-emptiODS are
used judiciously and are used for a variety of loc:aI news, sports and religious
programming.

Networks can in lIWly ways view all pre-emptions u "economic". The buic facts
are that we pre-empt a &action of a percentap oftile network's programming.

The bottom line is that localilDl in broadcasting is the backbone of what we do.
The network is a partner and provides qullity programming to our viewers here.

We respecttWly uk that when you consider the "Right To Reject" role next week,
that you leave it as it is and aUow us to make the same responsible programming
decisio~ right heR at home, that have mlde us what we are.

BJ/ck

bc<:: Kurt Wunmer

Coviftlton " Burtina
OI\UM

2777 STI(MMIlNS I'WY S~nTl> t J81'
UAU.A~, T"):J\~ 75207
·l1!U(pt.ON" 2J4-6:H·1111
FAC'iIMII.\i ZI4.(i;lI·1l10

FOIn' WO'l'l1f
523! hwGa STMIT
FORT W'0IaW. TX 76103
1'tw'H0IU a17"",'Hilt
FAatMIIZ 817·+t6-.f14'
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WKYT TV
PAGE a2

10J TIft .lv••
'.0 '
~, '170a·OOGT
1t121 700
'AXI I'UI nt·tn.

Th. Hon. ~ E. .~nd~. Chair.ao
F.deral Co-.u.s.a~~o.. ~o~..ion
1919 ••\rwe~••••• , .00. 81.
W.~in~Qft O.C. 2OGe4

R_.....l .. oC t.M eo••i.-iOft'.....I.It\t._.~ Prep- .
Pr~io.. Q~ ••••d~.~ T.l••i.~a. ...•••-. ••~ A~~~~~a~ .
lUI Doc:Jret 95-'2.

I o. W.i~~DI ~oaek ~a~ y•• ~.~. ~ , --'.ork at~ili.~.

rul.. and Dot chan.- 'he r-vul.~t... • ..er ~ .'ovo.

The Uft~~wd V., 01 lOu\h~ "',.1a .,.ra'--ia ....~~ oi~7 ~ an
tKlanOtdoolJ.,-4epr•••ClI ar•• 01 .ur "W. .. .'\'t ~ t.o ntH
.or.ly-~.. ~und. 10r a v.r~~y oS ~.... ....l.. ....Di.. .t. the
~OwtNlt. ....j..l. av......." oe.. we I_••~ ,....i... ~bi. ~i_

.~!ioi..tly t~ •• b... to ,ay 1er ~.er~~ &e ~ our V•
• ut. wail... do not __ s.- wlnJl_, .. .... ....Vil' .cI_
upon 1ree pu.U.o -.rV1.CM .nnewa...."... W. nali_ t.lMt. 'tilt. 1...
ai~ ~1" i. ..de pa..ibl. in ~r~ .7 t.~ revwnuee -.d. .Y.~la.l. t
.u. loeel ~ation. ~y .coQo.ic pr...,t.~.ft. .. th.t.r ~"P"~~••
aft'lfOrka.

A,.1n. on ••ftol~ o~ t.~••,.ro~••~.ly ~OOO 1...1 oitt wbo
......~it 'I"'oa tb.......t.e•• pr........ ~ our .. -'.r i_. w•
• trongly aak t~a~ you ~.iD ~h. n.~.erk .fSil~.\. rQl•• naw in
pl.a_.•
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Jun., J, 1996

'The Hon. ... !. Hundt. Ch.ir_¥\
The Hon. J--.. H. QueUa. SuRn Nua

and Jachel1e D. ChunC. C~i••ion.rM
Fc4uel CoMYnications Co_i••ion
1919 K Stuet, N.W., i1llhth Floor
Washinlton, D.C. 20054

18; ....iew of the ec.q,..;'on'. Iq\Alatiana GoY.ft~'" h • ...s.na
Practice. of Bra.dust relevu10n Betvoru and AffiU.tee
.... Docket 95~2

WALB TV 1. .. ..ll 'Ll)C,,1 TV stat:iotl that dCM. ft Ir..t 4.1·of public
serviee tclee.atinl

A.s one of ~h. ucip1enu of their een8ro8ity, I .troql, urea 70U
to rot.in the ne~work affili.te rule. nov in place, .a that chi••arvi~.
to the co~nity can continue.

$~tf~
~~
Coordln8tor .. .

KBW/flb

pc: Jim W11co:t



~hannel WPSD-TV
PHONE 502-442-8214
BUSINESS FAX 502-442-2096
NEWS FAX 502-443-4021

May 29,1996

The Honorable Reed E. Hund~ Chairman
The Honorable James H. Quello, Susan Ness

and Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioners
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Eighth Floor
Washington, D.C. 20054

Dear Chairman Hundt and Commissioners:

Broadcasters, especially those of us who are still owned by families whose lives have
been tied to a particular community for generations, may be the prime source of
community service among businesses in the United States. Not only do we provide
countless hours of free time for public service, we also provide live local news and
weather information, includiDI severe stonn waminp. If the networks have their way in
revising affiliation rules, our ability to serve "in the public interest" and with a local focus
will be adversely affected.

If the power to reject network propams because of content or what we consider greater
local public need is eliminated, it is the public that will suffer most

In the past, we have rejected programs, both network and syndicated, because of content
which we believed to be unacceptable to the majority of our viewers, or because we
believed serving the local community with another propm was beuer. That choice has
been a part of many program contracts in the past, and we believe it should remain.

We also believe interpretation of what is truly an "economic" reason for preemption of
the network cannot be made objectively by any network.

For example, we have carried a live one-hour church service from Paducah's largest
church for many years. They have their own television facilities and the live element is
vital to them. It has aired at 11 a.m. on Sundays at a moderate fee paid by the church.
Meanwhile, network sports has increasinaIy encroached into the pre-noon hours over the
past several years, already causing preemptions of 12-15 weeks of programming by the
church during major playoffs or events which have large audiences.

NBC recently decided to beam its pre-game football show at 11 a.m. on Sundays, and
asked all stations to carry it We declined, except for special occasions mentioned above.
We made that decision because there are many older or incapacitated people who rely on
that church service because they can't go to the church. On the other hand, the network
might interpret our decision as economic even though we may generate equal or better
revenue with network sports in that time period.

We also wonder about the fate of our 4O-year tradition and 13-million dollars raised on
the purely local Lions Club Telethon of Stars. It preempts SaturdDy Night live, Nightside,
Sunday Today, Meet the Press and occasionally part of a football game.

Post Office Box 1197 • Paducah, Kentucky 42002-1197
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Would this also preclude occasional paid preemptions for call-in programs concerning
heart disease, cancer, mental health and other important issues, sponsored by area
hospitals? Certainly, the preemption could be termed "economic" because the hospitals
do pay for the time, and are businesses. Who decides if this type of programming is
indeed a local service which outweighs a network entertainment show and its value to the
network?

Would this also mean that our network can force us to move two teen shows back to
Saturday morning instead of being delayed to Sunday morning in order to air an hour of
local news on Saturday morning? No other station has a mid-morning newscast on
Saturday in this market Is that an "economic" decision because the station makes money
selling advertising on the news, or is news a public service which overshadows two teen
programs on the network?

We are concerned that the concentration of power in the communications industry, which
continues in almost geomeuic progression may now begin to affect the network-affiliate
relationship. That relationship, we believe, has been balanced in a way which serves both
the network and the local stations/viewers better than any other communications entity.

Just as the government operates on a system of checks and balances, we believe local
stations provide a similar service to viewers.

We are proud of our network, and we do carry nearly an of the proll'ams they offer. And,
we certainly enjoy the fruits of the very successful network efforts of recent years in
increased revenue.

However, we genuinely cue for the viewers in our viewing area. We believe no one
knows better how to serve their interests than a local station which has listened to their
opinions through thousands of phone calls and letters or through live call-ins during our
news. We try to balance that with providing a good living for the families of some 100
employees.

We ask that you consider these delicate balances when you make your decision about the
network-affiliate contract rules.

Sincerely, . / / ~/\

<--..,~..,..'....~d/~
John Williams
Vice-President and
General Manager

mh

cc: William F. Caton, Secretary (2 copies)
Federal CommUDications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 222
Washinaton, OC 2MS4
Re: MM Docket 9S-92



DRAPER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.

1729 ~. SALISBURY BLVD.
POST OFFICE BOX 2057
SALlSBCRY. ~D 21802
"* 10/749-1111
FAX 410-749-6098

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
The Honorable James H. QueUo, Commissioner
The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
The Honorable Rachelle B. Chong, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Eighth Floor
Washington, DC 20054

Dear Commissioners:

May 24, 1996

It has come to my attention that the Commission is debating whether or not to alter
several rules affecting the Network/Affiliate relationship.

As a small broadcaster - WBOC-TV, Salisbury, MD (#163) and KGBT-TV, Harlingen,
Texas (#107); I believe that our ability to reject network programming is essential to maintain
balance in the relationship.

In my view I see localism as the fundamental core value for a broadcaster. Along that
view I see more local programming on the horizon. At times that programming may require
preemptions which a Network doesn't like. If we as local broadcasters are pressured by the
Networks with greater abilities than they already have; I don't think that would be good for
the viewers, or the relationship.

Thus, I would hope that the Network/Affiliate rules could be left in tact on this issue.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

dee
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4201 Texoma Parkway • Snerman. TX 75090 • 903-892-8' 23 • FAX 903893-7858

K X I I-TV

~Ichard D. Adams
Vice President & GM

June 3,1998

Hon. R.c..... Chong, OoIwnII••Ion.r
Federal CommunIcaIIoM eomm_ion
1811 M street. N.W., Room 8+1
Waehington, D.C. 20054

Dear Comm...lon.r Chong:

R.: Net-AftlUate Right to
Reject Rule

I 81ft proud to report to you tMt I .,. able to r lind program thia
....vi.on stIItion in a ....... tMt Ie reftecUve 01 , moree and yes,
vaIueII of a region 01 our countl'y known _ T...... Thie teleYi8ion 8tation'•
........ in the communllee It _.-vee _ w.a _ the ' ...... it generate. would
....... to valld8ttt the notion we are giving vi...... in North T.us and Southern
Ofdahoma much alwhat they want and lIpProv. al.

WIlen viewers oompletn, w. Ii.... intently; when enough viewers complain, we
act becau.. we don~ ......ve we are emart enough to get it right all the time.
My me•••• i., we re.pond in the true aen.. of Iooall..... and In the spirit of
whllt w_ intended nearty 5018"ago when t.v. frequencies were .Uoealed 10
citi.. in the country.

The foregoing i. IGet forever if the right to reject rule ita eroded or eradicated.
MonMwer, televlaion 1ItIIIIIot-. whoM duty I. to ......,. the (local) public Inter.t
.... hamalrunll from rej.ctJng MI.work ..,.....or oonwnarol". it de..
objectionable. Pie••, _va the right to rej.ct ......, right where it l&-in tact!
Texoma'. doInIn8nt .leYIelon station doeen'l need to be progranwned from New
York or L.. Angel••.

a CIS a f



KXl-TV SHENlAN,TX 903-812.... 23
11:30:21

4201 Tel<omu Po~kwoy • Sherman, TX 75090 • 903-892-8/23 • FAX 90:l-893-7858

K X I I-TV

Richard D. Adams
Vice President & GM

June 3,1996

Han. Reed E. Hundt, Chinn.
F....... CormuIicatiOM Commi_ion
1911 M Str_1, N.W., Room 814
WlI8Nngton. D.C. 20054

Dear ChIIirman Hundt:

R.: Net-AfftI.ate Right to
Rej8CtRule

I .,. proud to report to you tIIIIt I to progtWn this
t_vlsion station In a ,..,...,.. 18 ..-etIw fJI the more. -.d yes,
v..... of. region of our oountry known _ T....... ThIa teleYieion station's "
pc*tion in the oommurJII•• It .srvea _ well _ the ""'ngaltgenerates would
_m to validate the notion we are giving vi...... in North Texas and Southern
otdllhoma muoh ofwhat they want and IIPP"OYtl ~.

When viewers comp'.n. we lIan intAlntly; when enough view.... oompla'n, we
act becau.. we don't b....w we.. ......-t.noutIh to get It right all the time.
_ me....,. is, we ....pond in the true .....of 100IIII8m and in the spirit of
what w_ intended nelll'ly 60 y..-. 11IIO when t.v. frequenci.. were .IIocated to
citIea In the country.

The foregoing is .c.t forever if the right to reject rule Ie «oded or eradicated.
Moreover, television .....whoee cIuty is to Hrve the (1o8סi) public Im.reat
... Mmetrung from .-.jaDIing network prog"" or com....rci... It deems
objectIOI'MIbI.. Pi...., .... the rItIht to reject rule. right where it i.....n tact!
Texoma's domin8l1t ••Million atMIon doesn't need to be progrMlmed from New
York or LOll Angel...

acaSaff "t·"

13-Jun-96 12:28D I



813111 KXl-TV SHEJIlMAN,TX 903-812..123 11:31:11

K X I I-TV

Richard D. Adams
Vice President &. GM

June 3,1996

4201 Te><oma Parkway • Sherman. rx 75090 • 903-892-8123 • FAX 903-893-785B

Hon.J QIMIIo. Comntl••ioner
F CommunIoIIUane Commi.ion
1911 M....et, N.W., Roem 802
W.....ngton. D.C. 20084

Dear Commiuion.,. QIMIIo:

R.: Net-Atrillate Right to
Reject Rule

I am proud to report to you thIIt I ....... to r Mel program this
t.,.vieion stIItIon in a ........ thIIl i. reflective or mor_ and yes.
vaIu.. of a region of OW' country known .. Texoma. ".t.levillion station's
JM*tion in the oommuni_ it...".. ..well ..... ,....... it generate. would
...... to velidate the notion we ... giving viewers in North Tex.. and Southern
Oklahoma much of whllt they W1Int MId approve of.

When vI.w.... c:ontpa.In. we I"'n mt.1tIy; when enough vlewe,. oomplaln, we
act because we don't b.l.ve we .... .....n to.. it right all the ti.....
My mes.... Is, we reepond in the true of loo"lern and In the spirit of
what w.. Intended ne.-.y 50,.... ago wh-. t.v.~I_ were allocated to
oltles In the oountry.

The foregoing 1.1oat forever ifU. right to reject rule Is .roded or eradt08led.
Moreover. teleYieion at"ana wha•• duty Ie to MI"V8 the (10081) public inter••t
are hamatrung from rej netwaI k ...,..... or oommerc ,t....
oIIj4tctIona..... PIe_ the right to ......ct rule. right wh it ia-in tactr
T.xama·. domin.m televl8ion ....on doesn't need to be programmed from New
York or Los Angeles.

13-Jl6l-96 12:~1p I



KXIoTV SHIRMAN,TX 903....2-8123
11 :32:12

4201 Texoma Parkway. Sherman, TX 75090 • 903-892-8' 23 • FAX 903.893/8 ..,8

K X I I-TV

Richard D. Adams
Vice President & GM

June 3.1998

Han. Suun ...... ConniMioMr
F...... CammunicMIOlW Comrniaaion
1811 M .....t. N.W.
W.....gton. D.C. 20054

o-r Commi..ioner .....:

Re: Net-AtnI.... Right to
Reject Rule

1II1II proud to report to you u.t IIIIIIIlbIe to progrwn this
teeeYi.on .tation in a R*'..-.r thet I. rwllectlve of the more. and y...
\Wuee of a region 01 our country known _ T....... ThIa televi8ion station".
paeiUan in the cOllltllUl'lille It ••rvea _ well _ the ndinglI it .....,.... would
MtIIII to validate the nation we are giving vi...... In North T.xas and Southern
OklMorna much 01 what they wMt and approve ~.

When viewers complain. we Ileten intently; when enough YiewenI complain. we
act because we don't ve we a... tIIINUt MOugII to "'It right all the time.
My m8111111g. i•• we r in the true ....... aI 1ooa1l8l11 and in the spirit of
what w_ Intended ne.-ty 50 yeera ago when t.v. fntquenci.. were allocated to
clti_ in the counb'y.

'The foregoing is 'aM~ if the rlfIht to reject r.... is eroded or .....lcated.
Moreover. televielon .....who•• duly is to serve the (lac") public Intereat
.. hematrung from rejecting ....... pr.....or c.......rel itdeem.
objectionable. PIu., .... the right to reject rule, right w it ia-ln tIIct!
Texoma·. dominant t""""011 station doesn't need to be progll emmed from New
York or loe Angel••.

Richard D. Adams

aeaSel/. I ,,,

!3-Jun-96 12:2!p I
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P.O. Box 3130 • Albany. Georgia 31708-3130 • 912.-.0154 • Fax 912.434.8768­WALl-TV
May 28,1996

The Hon. Reed E. HuNII. CI1IIimM
F...... Communlc:llloM CommiUion
1818 M Street, N. W., Noom 114
Wathlngtor1. DC 20054

...: _ ..C_II .I...~ ~r " ,....
PI 2 ,., ", Bro TeIIdIIDft"w'" MIl .
_0••1 12.

OMrC~Hundt

r8m writing to ....... -..,.., the~ ..... Rill NOT IMIIbovtI
R~n.. WALB-TV ia ..... ,.... iItIIIIon. we ~ til PI LOCAL.
-me. to our ... vi..,.... ECOJ.miC ., .. "....vortt con~11'1_ to OW' 8bIky to~ b more tfw1 one IWIf mIIon •••11~ In pubUc
I4It'Vtce to our cammuntllea.

Our • to prwempt ... uphoIU • qUIIIIty check on ".tut_ tNt "..
us_~.,LOCAl".. 8M If __ ..
natwotk~ far PfCJIIIW'Iftng maN to our we will be
MYeNly diudvantaged compIINd to CIIIIIa Met ather~.

The riIht to ..-jed Me pr.ata our IocII~. OUr be.. if ewry
~~.:.fa a pubic 1I_.InquiIII.. ." __ Ow ....
~ in the ..... ••.,. will .. but die..., N lJIIlFce of
PCMW will IhIft 111_=-.11 to the netwaftc if it is gtven thII ~ 001,'01 over
intwn81 affairS of our 1taIkm.

On beIwIf of the V••• of .. .......... 1•• 'ft..a ......
number of IOCIII pubic MMce ~we" to Mr'OflOIy
allk that you ,..., the~ rw. now in ptace.

Jere L. Pfgue
PrMldent and G......~....

cc: Docket Rle

... MIl....... ,.. ".",t'" JJ- ... ,." ...... _._~.- •.••

\Z9-May·96 3:24el


